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“Promoting Forest 
Stewardship Through 

Education.”

Once again, fourth and fifth graders from area 
schools had a chance to learn about Oregon trees, 
forests and foresters during the historic 75th An-
nual Oregon Logging Conference.  

As part of a partnership nearing 20 years, For-
ests Today & Forever worked with Oregon Wom-
en in Timber to help produce the day, which drew 
almost 600 students, plus teachers and parent 
chaperones, from nine area schools.  

The event featured OWIT’s signature and 
award-winning program, Talk About Trees, a 
video on forestry in the Pacific Northwest, a “Meet 
a Forester” segment and a tour of the Outdoor 
Equipment Show. 

Many of the teachers have been attending for 
years, and it is an important part of their curricu-
lum, as one area educator tells us. 

“Thank you so much for putting this on for us,” 
says Pam Bennet of the Eugene Christian School. “ 
We are always in the midst of our study of Oregon 
at this time of the year and this conference goes 
right along with that.  We love it.”

More than 30 people stepped up to provide this 
opportunity, including OWIT staff and members 
of the OLC Board of Directors — which orga-
nizes the Outdoor Equipment Show tours for the 
kids — along with foresters Dick Powell of Stark-
er Forests, Jill Fery of Weyerhaeuser Company and 
Brad Marks of PacForest Supply. 

OLC Classes 
draw 600 
students

Forester Brad Marks allows students to take a twist on the increment borer as part of 
the “Meet a Forester” segment of the OLC student classes.

Students from Arlene Brockman’s Triangle 
Lake Charter School class enjoy themselves as 
they wrap up their day at the OLC with a tour 

of the Outdoor Equipment Show. 

For more information,  
please see our web site:

www.foreststodayandforever.org



Very soon, the 2013 Spring 
Forest Field Days will be un-
derway, with more than 1,350 
students — plus their teach-
ers and parent chaperones 
— visiting a local tree farm 
to learn about Oregon forests 
and their management. 

The math and science-
based curricula is designed to 
introduce students to the is-
sues faced by forest landown-
ers in the Pacific Northwest, 
and to teach them about the 
many contributions our for-
ests make to our communi-
ties and our lives. But it does 
more. Integral to the program 
is an important citizenship 
component. 

Throughout the program, 
students take on the role of 
one of four grandchildren 
who’ve inherited timbered 
property from “their Grand-
ma Petersen”. Each “family 
member” comes with a spe-

cific interest: making money 
through logging; protecting 
soil & water; developing ani-
mal habitat, and providing for 
public recreation.   

Together, the family 
groups must come to a con-
sensus on how best to manage 
the land. After gathering data 
at the field day, they develop 
a five-year management plan 
that follows all regulations ac-
cording to the Forest Practice 
Act, while generating enough 
income to pay the taxes. It’s 
an exercise our teachers tell us 
often leads to rousing discus-
sions and deeper exploration 
as the ‘grandchildren’ defend 
their specific interests.  

This year, there are 14 
schools from Lane and Linn 
counties participating at three 
family-owned tree farms, 
where the students circulate 
through four learning stations 
gathering data for their plans. 

The Bauman Tree Farm 
near Crow will see 900 stu-
dents from Bethel, Junction 
City, Springfield, Eugene and 
Mapleton school districts 
over eight days extending 
from April 22 to May 8th. 
(An additional 200 students 
are expected at the Bauman’s 
in the Fall.) 

Near Lebanon, 185 stu-
dents from Sweet Home 
schools and 165 students 
from Lebanon’s Seven Oaks 
Middle School will descend 
upon the Udell’s Happy Val-
ley Tree Farm on May 15 and 
16, respectively. And on May 
23, 110 students from Sius-
law Middle School will take 
their lessons on the Hunting-
ton Tree Farm on the North 
Fork of the Siuslaw River, an 
event that has been organized 
for the past seven years by re-
tired educators Dave and Di-
ane Rankin. 

Each year for more than 
20 years, a small army of vol-
unteers has come together to 
make Forest Field Days a re-
ality, and this year’s programs 
will require the filling of close 
to 150 positions. 

Sometimes it isn’t easy, 
but we always meet our goal, 
thanks to the contributions 
of so many good people who 
understand the importance 
of educating our citizenry to 
the benefits of our abundant 
timberlands. 

We at FT&F say a big 
Thank You to you all, for past, 
present and future contribu-
tions!  

If you’d like to be a part of 
it all — or just come see what 
it’s all about? — please con-
tact Coordinator LaRae Ash 
at 541-767-9078, or email 
coordinator@foreststodayan-
dforever.org.  

Forest Field Days have arrived! 

Educator ($10,000 +)
Weyerhaeuser Company

Mentor ($7,500 - $9,999)
Oregon Forest Resources Institute

Champions ($5,000 - $7,499)
Friends of Paul Bunyan Foundation
Moss Adams, LLP
Roseburg Resources Co.
Seneca Sawmill Co.

Sponsors ($2,500 - $4,999)
Aggregate Resources
Giustina Land & Timber
Giustina Resources
Gleaves Swearingen, LLP
International Paper Foundation
Rosboro 
Sundance Lumber Co.
Teevin Bros. Land & Timber Co.

Associate Sponsors ($1,000- $2,499)
Blachly Lane
Cascade Timber Consulting
Hershner Hunter, LLP
Hull-Oaks
IFA Nurseries
Jones & Roth PC

Kernutt Stokes
Lane Co. Small Woodlands
Starker Forests
Thompson Foundation
Transition Management
Tyree Oil
Vogt Family Trust
Zip-O-Logs Mill

Supporters ($500 - $999)
Bill Wynkoop
Blue Sky Logging
L&B Resources
Lewis River Nursery
Northwest Community Credit Union
PacForest Supply
Rainbarrel Industries
Strata Forestry
Western Helicopter Services

Friends (Up to $500)
Steve Bowers
Cole Resources
Jerry Brown Co.
KPD Insurance
Rexius Forest by-Products
Woodard Forests

Those that make it happen…
If you’ve never seen a Forest Field 

Day in action, please consider coming to 
one of our events to have a cup of coffee 
and see what’s it’s all about. The day runs 
from about 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. 

Just call or email the coordinator for 
directions. We’re sure you’ll like what 
you see!

At the Bauman Tree Farm near Crow:
April 22 –  Cal Young and Mapleton MS
April 24 –  Cascade MS
April 25 –  Oaklea MS
April 29 –  AAT (formerly Jefferson MS) 
May 1 –  Shasta MS
May 3 – Meadow View & Prairie Mtn. 
MS *
May 7 - Hamlin MS 
May 8 –  Hamlin MS

At the Udell’sTree Farm 
near Lebanon

May 15 – Sweet Home Schools
May 16 – Seven Oaks MS

At the Huntington’s Tree Farm 
 near Florence

May 23 – Siuslaw MS

2013 Spring 
FFD Schedule



It is with pleasure that we 
at FT&F applaud the recent 
recognition received by two 
of our partners in forestry 
education.

Congratulations go to 
Oregon Women in Timber, 
which received the 2013 
Mary Rellergert Award 
for its “Talk About Trees” 
(TAT) program. (Rellergert 
was a highly regarded forest 
education leader and found-
er of the Tillamook State 
Forest Education Program.)

Since its inception in 
1991, TAT has reached 
more than 2.4 million young 
people through a statewide 
network of 13 facilitators 
who provide classroom and 
field activities designed to 
create awareness of — and 
appreciation for — the value 
of trees and forests, while 
fostering an understanding 
of the protection, manage-
ment and conservation of 

the renewable forest. Over 
the years, several TAT facili-
tators have provided valued 
leadership during our Forest 
Field Days.

We also applaud Starker 
Forests, which was honored 
at the same time with the 
2013 State Forester’s Award 
for its exceptional contribu-
tions to the cause of forestry 
education. 

Starker’s also recently 
received the 2013 Oregon 
Chapter of The Wildlife So-
ciety’s Private Landowner 
Stewardship Award, which 
recognizes private landown-
ers for their positive wildlife 
conservation programs or 
actions on their land in con-
junction with their commer-
cial operations.

For over seventy-five 
years, managers at the fam-
ily company have been pro-
ducing sustainable timber, 
wildlife habitat, clean water 

Visitors and volunteers alike will find 
some new additions at the Bauman Tree 
Farm this spring, thanks to a grant from 
the Oregon Forest Resources Institute 
(OFRI) and the contributions of a few 
FT&F “friends”.

While the majority of guests to the 
tree farm are part of our Forest Field 
Day program, these days many are com-
ing from other interests, such as Eugene’s 
Mossback Volksport walking group, the 
Corvallis Scouting Camporee, the Ar-
chitect’s Alliance Visiting School and the 
Northwest Youth Corp.  

Some of these visitors may not be en-
gaged in a formal forestry educational 
program, but they are being educated as 
they explore the farm through the obser-
vation of the Forest Practice Act (FPA) 
in action. 

Now, with $2,500 from OFRI, they 
will encounter colorful new signage iden-
tifying flora, fauna and a few special top-
ics such as, “What animal may have cre-
ated this?” 

They’ll find signs specifically dedicated 
to Forest Field Day teaching stations, in-
cluding topics on forest management in 
general — and in relationship to wildlife 
and riparian areas — along with an inter-
active signboard illustrating a watershed 
and the classifications of waters of the 
state according to the FPA. 

Also part of the grant is a new 8’ by 28” 
open, two-bay shelter designed to keep 
student and teacher coats and backpacks 
dry during those soggy spring days. 

Tom Bauman and local builder Lee 
Holly  — both of whom created the 
learning station structures in 2009  — 
are constructing the shelter with dimen-
sional lumber milled by Tom from trees 
harvested on the farm. It will be roofed 
with angled metal provided at a discount 
by Pacific Metal; hardware and concrete 
for the project are provided by local dona-
tions and FT&F.

Coordinating the signage project 
and assisting with the shelter is Lindsay 
Reaves, FT&F’s Program Development 

Honoring our partners in forestry education…

Oregon Women in Timber members (from left) Vanessa Hagedorn, 
Diann Washburn and Joan Mason-Rudd, accepted the 2013 Mary Rel-
lergert Award for forestry education for their statewide “Talk About 
Trees” program. 

OFRI grant provides signage and shelter

& Outreach Coordinator and Tom’s wife. 
 Soon, close to 1,000 students, teach-

ers and parents will arrive for their day of 
lessons in the forest, lessons enhanced by 
the new additions of signage and shelter. 

We extend our sincere thanks to all 
who continue to contribute to the evolv-
ing Bauman Educational Center — dedi-
cated to forestry education and the future. 

and recreation on its 80,000 
acres of forestland.

Says Julie Woodward, 
OFRI’s forest education pro-

gram manager, 
“Starker Forests goes way 

above and beyond. They care 
deeply about the land.”



Forests Today & Forever
Program Coordinator LaRae Ash

Forests Today & Forever is a non-profit 501(c)(3) organization.  
For more information, please see our  

web site: www.foreststodayandforever.org 
Contact LaRae Ash at (541)767-9078 or  

email at coordinator@foreststodayandforever.org

Once again, we thank the Paul Bunyan Foundation and 
the Association of Oregon Loggers for their support of our 
programs in the form of a $5,000 grant awarded in January. 

According to its website, the Foundation supports pro-
posals that “have the promise of broad-scale or long-term 
impact on significant needs of society, be they charitable or 
natural resource-related endeavors.”

“The work that you folks do is impressive,” said founda-
tion Executive Director H. Mike Miller. “And a big plus is 
that you have continued it for the past 20 years. Let’s hope 
the work continues for the next 20.”  

Other worthy endeavors supported by the foundation 
include the “Log A Load for Kids” program, which is part 
of a national fund-raising campaign for the forest products 
community to participate in the Children’s Miracle Net-
work. The concept is that loggers and timber companies 
donate a share of earnings from a load of logs, as well as 
other donations and events, in support of children’s medi-
cal needs.  

It also provides an annual $1,500 scholarship to an Or-
egon student entering timber-related areas of study such as 
Forest Management, Forest Engineering and Forest Prod-
ucts.

Conser Quarry for once again donating gravel in preparation 
for Forest Field Days at the Bauman Tree Farm.

Pacific Metal for a discounted price on sheet metal for the 
new backpack and coat shelter for Forest Field Days at the Bau-
man’s.

Blue Sky Logging for providing logs and milling timber for 
that shelter.

Organically Grown for its donation of healthy goodies for 
our fine volunteers.

And Cudos to:
FT&F board member Mark Giustina for his presentation on 

trees and forests to 55 pre-schoolers at O’Hara Catholic School. 
FT&F board member Danny Bivens for teaching Browns-

ville Scout Troop 355 about forests and wildlife. 
To ALL of our Fine Volunteers who’ve stepped up this year 

in the name of forestry education! 

Plans are underway for the fifth annual 
“Seedling to Sawmill” Teacher Tour, pro-
duced in partnership with the Summer 
Institute, an international organization 
providing a week of classes needed for 
teacher certification in Eugene each July. 

The tour typically draws up to 40 
educators, most of whom come from the 
Southern Willamette Valley area, with a 
few from the greater state. 

This year, the tour will take place on 
July 11 and will include the Bauman 

Tree Farm, where the “tourists” will learn 
about the life and business of a tree farm-
ing family, the protections provided by 
the Forest Practice Act, and how they, as 
teachers, can use the forest as a resource 
for their students with materials from the 
Oregon Forest Resources Institute. As in 
the past, plans are also underway for visit-
ing a local sawmill.

They will also be introduced to the 
Forest Field Day program, and have the 
opportunity to ask questions about the 

role of the Oregon Dept. of Forestry, as 
well as discuss industrial forestry prac-
tices with a private company forester. 

Past teacher tours have included Bob 
Kintigh’s Mountain Home Ranch, the 
Cottage Grove Weyerhaeuser facility, the 
BLM’s Tyrell Seed Orchard and Seneca’s 
CoGen Plant. 

Summer Institute Director, Hillary 
McClintock, reports that the teachers 
consistently rate the day as a success and 
consider it highly worthwhile.

Teacher Tour is on track…

The Friends of Paul 
Bunyan Foundation  
continues support

A Big Thank You To:


